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1. Language Philosophy of Ava Gymnasium

Ava Gymnasium International Baccalaureate (IB) language philosophy, in accordance
with the International Baccalaureate Organisation’s policies, recognises the
significance of language to learning. All IB teachers, regardless of teaching subject,
are responsible for the language learning, understanding and development of their
students and are also responsible for facilitating communication through the planning
and carrying out of their subjects.

A significant number of IB students at Ava are not native English speakers, so it is
essential that we support their learning as fully as possible within available resources.
As students’ mother tongues provide a foundation for further learning and are central
to their identity, we must ensure they have opportunities to continue developing their
native language.

All subjects, except languages, are taught in English. It is, therefore, vitally important
that every student feels that they are given the same opportunity to gain knowledge
and good grades as everyone else, no matter what the student’s mother tongue is.

Language Acquisition is:

e Valued as central to developing critical thinking and is considered essential for
the cultivation of intercultural awareness and the development of internationally
minded and responsible members of local, national and global communities.

e |Integral to exploring and sustaining personal development and cultural identity,
and provides an intellectual framework to support conceptual development.

e Contributes to the holistic development of students and to the strengthening of
lifelong learning skills.

e Provides students with the necessary multi-literacy skills and attitudes, enabling

them to communicate successfully in various global contexts and build inter-
cultural understanding.

2. Year by Year Guide to Ava’s Language Policy



-

TABY &J | Ava gymnasium i

2.a Language policy for Pre-DP (Year 10)

English knowledge

As the language of instruction is English in the school, it is important that students
arrive with a basic level of English into the IB classes. We therefore have an intake test
where we test for the basic level necessary for success in the DP. We consider each
situation individually and make the appropriate decisions to support all applicants, if
we are able. If a student intends to remain in Sweden and apply for Swedish
residency/citizenship, and they have limited English, they will be encouraged to look
at applying to the Introduction programme where they will learn Swedish to then move
into the Swedish national curriculum. If, however, they have a strong English
background (or a strong academic background) and the school makes the decision
that they would benefit by being in the IBDP, they can join our programme and we will
support their language learning in both English and Swedish.

All students will follow the Swedish national courses for English language acquisition,
English Level 1+. This means the students will receive approx 8 hours of English per
week. The aim of this course is twofold: to support 2nd language learners in their
language skills in terms of grammar and usage as well as to develop those first
language learners in their understanding and love of literature. The course will also
use the time to support language across the curriculum (ie with specific subject
terminology etc). (Culture 4.3 etc)

Swedish language

Other

Swedish - Is compulsory for ALL Pre DP students (host country). Students are placed
in the appropriate level course depending upon their previous level of Swedish
following a diagnostic test on arrival and based upon their language profile forms. We
offer three different levels of Swedish language lessons, according to the Swedish
national curriculum:

o Course 1 - Swedish language and literature (native or near native level)
following the Swedish national curriculum.

o Course 2 - Swedish as a second language based on the diagnostic tests and
in conjunction with discussions with the student and parents based on the
language profile form. This course prepares students for Swedish language
skills studied from years 7 - 9.

o Course 3 - Swedish beginner.

language courses/Modern language
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e In line with the Swedish curriculum, students entering Year 10 from Swedish schools
continue their compulsory school language (French, Spanish, or German) for one year.
As language acquisition supports global perspectives, this is encouraged for all
students. It also provides additional merit for those applying to Swedish universities,
offering a further incentive.

e |[f students failed the language in grade 9 they are given the option to read another
language at level one.

e For students who have not studied one of the above languages in compulsory school,
and have another language at home, they are able to join the home language groups
within the school for lessons. This is encouraged as competency in their own language
is important to all study.

e Students who have recently moved to Sweden and intend to stay in the country are
able to choose to drop the third modern language and focus on independently
developing their Swedish to support them and prepare them for Swedish B if
appropriate.

Home language support (Culture 4.2)

e In order for students to keep the option open to choose Self-taught, students should
take their home language in Pre-DP. These courses are taught in conjunction with the
‘home language’ department of Taby municipality and students are taught together
with other students who speak the language at home who study in other programmes
within Ava and other municipality schools in the area. These courses are offered if
there is a group of 4 or 5 students requiring this.

2b. Language policy for the DP years

Environment (0202-02-0100): The school implements and reviews systems and processes
to identify the needs of students.

In accordance with the IB language placement guidance, the school will conduct a ‘thorough
diagnostic assessment’ (from: DP language courses: Overview and placement guidance,
2025) to support in determining what is suitable for them. IB language course placement
should allow for ‘meaningful, motivating, and enjoyable’ (DP language courses) experiences
so that students develop to the ‘fullest extent of their potential’

Teachers will refer to the students’ diagnostic tests in their languages and make a judgement
based on the individual student’'s needs and background, using the school’'s IB language
profile form, as well as the IB’s placement entry expectations (table 2). The school is also
trusted to act ethically as to not give a student an unfair advantage or disadvantage. However,
all cases should be based on several aspects and a decision about which language level a
student should be placed in, should take the holistic situation for that individual student.
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The language teachers who teach Pre-DP are actively involved in language level selection
and will advise students and parents as to the most appropriate level for each student. We
encourage student and parent voices in these choices, however, the final decision will be
made by the school.

Parents are invited to both a general class meeting where information about the choices,
particularly language choices, are presented. They are also encouraged to book times with
our guidance counsellor if they have any specific queries about language choices.

Recommendations for language A placements.

The grade 10 (Pre DP) English teacher from year 10 will offer guidance and support
for students in their selection process. For new students joining the school in DP1, a
diagnostic assessment will be conducted and together with the language profile form
and the requests from the student and parent, a decision will be made as to which
language A course the student will take.

Requirements for School Supported Self Taught language (SSST):

o

In accordance with the IB’s language placement tenets, “linguistic repertoires
are inextricably linked to their identities” (tenet 10) and thus our school
encourages students to keep attending their home language lessons whether
or not they feel able to study the SSST course in this language.

The SSST course requires students to have a native or near native level of the
home language, in order to read both contemporary and older literature and
write academically on these topics in their own language.Thus students must
have studied through that language for at least the previous 3 years before
joining the B to be eligible for this course.

Our school cannot offer full teaching with language specific tutors who have
training and education within the IB - so many of our SSST students will be
offered a Taby tutor through the ‘home language programme’, studying along
with other students following the Swedish national curriculum. These tutors will
support the language element of the course, both writing and speaking. Some
language tutors have worked with the IB for a few years and have a good
understanding of the demands of the SSST course, others have limited
understanding. The SSST school appointed tutor (a language A teacher within
the school) will address the literary analysis and the requirements of the
language A curriculum and help the students with the study plan.

Sometimes the student will be asked to find an outside tutor. However, this is
not something that the school can demand as Swedish law does not allow the
school to demand payment for any academic requirements. This is a
cornerstone of the Swedish educational policy in order to promote equity and
ensure that those who have the financial means are advantaged over those
who do not. This means that the school is often in a difficult position as we wish
to encourage all students to take their home language, but do not have all the
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language teachers in the school available to do this.

o Students need to be self-motivated and self-managers in order to be able to
pursue this course.

o Some of our students select to take their home language within the school in
order to keep up their home language even if it is not one of their 6 DP subjects.
They will receive a grade within the Swedish system for this. Here we often
encourage them to take this into CAS and hold workshops with other students
to ‘teach’ their language to other students, or to share cultural experiences with
each other.

Choice for English/Swedish B

If students choose to take their first/best language as a group 1 subject, either SSST
or Swedish A (a taught language in our school), they will be guided in their choice of
the second language. This process follows closely that of the selection process for the
A language of the student. Some students are suited to taking two language A courses
and will be guided in whether or not to take HL or SL in one or both languages. Some
students select 3 languages for their diploma subjects.

Choice for Swedish B or ab initio:

Diagnostic tests and a linking to the IB tenets help support a student in their choice of
level of a B or ab initio language. Generally a B language would need 4 - 5 years of
second language teaching when not in the host country. For some students, Swedish
B SL can be taken after 3 years of learning Swedish as a second language in an
international school, on recommendation from the language teacher. Also students
who study year 9 Swedish in Pre DP should take Swedish A or B, as appropriate. For
students new to Sweden or with very little exposure to the language through being in
an isolated international school environment, the school offers Swedish ab initio. Once
again, teachers will advise on the correct choice for students.

Choice for Language B - French, Spanish, German

o As we have a very small number of students who wish to take French, German
or Spanish as a second language from within the school, these subjects are
offered at a SL ONLY to those students who are strong language learners and
are self-motivated. They will study with the Swedish curriculum students and
be given an extra hour a week of IB specific teaching. (Generally this is a
one/two on one teaching situation).

o Case by case situation - for some students who are international students who
speak the target language at home but who are unable to write well - they can
be allowed to take these Ilanguages at Lang B (HL) level.
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Students who wish to study through the Swedish language in a Swedish university are
encouraged to take Swedish A, as Swedish B HL does not give automatic qualification
and access to studying through Swedish.

3. Language across the curriculum

In accordance with IBs philosophy, Ava recognises that ALL subject teachers are
language teachers. Thus the focus is on making sure that teachers’ language use is
appropriate for 2nd language learners and that teachers emphasise specific
terminology to their subjects.

The Pre DP year will introduce language support including subject specifics and
terminology  during both the English classes and other subjects.

In line with the teaching of the ATLs, students are encouraged to think about their
communication skills and develop language awareness and register for different
purposes. Each month teachers focus on a specific ATL and LP and encourage
students to think about the meaning of these words in their own language.

Both teachers and students are bi or multi-lingual speakers and recognise the
importance of using language that makes learning accessible. Through tapping into
home language use and sharing definitions for (for example) interpretations of the
subject concepts, teachers can enable student learning.

Students are supported and encouraged to reach out to the wider Swedish community
and join local clubs and associations (sports, drama, arts etc.) in order to further their
integration into the host country.

Whilst the school is situated in a socio-economically high area of Stockholm, our IB
programme attracts students from all areas of the city, with many differing language
challenges and advantages.

4. Roles and responsibilities of members of the school
community

4.a

Teacher responsibilities

Teachers are aware of their role in understanding the importance of language use in
their subject and support students with difficulties to do with languages.

Teachers are also responsible to challenge and stimulate students to develop their
language and push them to experiment with language to their full capacity.

4b. New teacher introduction
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New teachers will participate in the school-led introduction to the area of language across the
curriculum and how they can find the materials from these sessions (lectures, workshop ideas
etc).

4c. School leadership
School leaders are responsible for allocating time and resources to allow teachers and
students to optimise their language potential.

4d. Student support team

The student welfare team will work with students in need to support their language
development and use tools to ensure that all students have access to the curriculum. (see
inclusion policy for a list of student support language learning tools).

4e. Parents and students
Parents (and students) are responsible for informing the school in case of any language

difficulties or challenges, so that the school can implement adequate support. For any extra
accommodations, parents/students are responsible for sourcing the correct documentation
and ensuring it is translated into English.

Document update: April 16th, 2026.

This policy was updated during 2026 by the following teachers:

Neal Braxton Teacher English A Language and Literature
Pre DP English

Hans Stromhall Teacher Swedish A Language and Literature
Pre DP Swedish A/SAS
Anna-Karin Jansson Teacher Swedish Ab-Initio

Amina Henriksson Teacher Swedish B, Pre DP Swedish

Jo-Anne Ahlmen IB-coordinator



