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1. Purpose and Guiding Principles

Ava Gymnasium adheres to the International Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy of broad
and equitable access to education. The school is a state-run institution located in a
socio-economically advantaged suburb of Stockholm and is accessible by public
transport, enabling participation from students across diverse socio-economic,
cultural, and national backgrounds. This policy outlines the procedures and criteria
governing admission to the Pre-Diploma Programme (Pre-DP), the Diploma
Programme Year 1 (DP1), and transfer admission to Diploma Programme Year 2
(DP2).

All admissions processes comply with Swedish educational legislation and 1B
programme requirements.

2. Programme Structure and Funding

Ava Gymnasium follows the Swedish gymnasium structure, comprising three years of
upper-secondary education:

e Year 10 (Pre-DP)
e Diploma Programme Year 1 (DP1)

e Diploma Programme Year 2 (DP2)

There are no tuition fees for students enrolled in the IB programme. All costs are
covered through municipal funding based on the student’s registered municipality.

3. General information

3.1 Applicant Responsibilities

Applicants are responsible for:
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e submitting a complete and accurate application,

e ensuring that the school receives all documentation necessary to determine
both academic eligibility and the applicant’s legal right to education in Sweden.

e adhering to all deadlines set by the school and the regional admissions
authority;

e notifying the school promptly if mandatory documents (e.g., final report cards)
cannot be submitted by the specified deadlines.

In accordance with the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Ava
Gymnasium ensures that:

e personal data is used solely for admission and registration purposes;
e data is not shared with third parties without explicit consent

e applicants may request access to or deletion of their data.

4. Applicants from Outside Sweden

The Swedish population register (folkbokféring) is central to upper-secondary school
admissions. Applicants not registered in Sweden may have restricted admission
rights. Individuals relocating to Sweden must complete registration in the Swedish
population register prior to final admission. Temporary documentation establishing
the right to education may be accepted while registration is pending.

5. Admission to Year 10 / Pre-Diploma Programme

5.1 Application Process

e Admission to Year 10 is handled centrally through Gymnasieantagningen
(Upper Secondary School Admissions Office) for all upper-secondary schools
in the Stockholm region.

e Applications must be submitted through the central system no later than May
(May 12th in 2026) of the intended start year.
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Applicants from schools outside Sweden must send their autumn semester grades
and final grades to Gymnasieantagningen by e-mail. Gymnasieantagningen will then
upload the grades to the application portal. Applicants unable to submit the final
report card by mid-June must communicate this to the school.

After the start of the academic year in August, admissions are managed directly by
Ava Gymnasium and are subject to available places. In admissions during the
academic year, priority is given to applicants relocating from abroad.

5.2 Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must have:

e completed nine years of compulsory education and

e studied (with passing result) social sciences, natural sciences, mathematics,
and languages.
e A grade in Swedish is not required for admission

5.4 Intake tests

All applicants must complete intake tests in English and mathematics to ensure
equitable evaluation across different educational systems, with the following
provisions:

e Local applicants participate in the scheduled intake test day held in March.

e Applicants residing abroad are provided with the opportunity to complete the
tests online.

e IB MYP applicants from schools abroad are exempt from testing if they hold
a minimum grade of 4 in both English and mathematics.

e Minimum requirement: Applicants must achieve at least 120 points on the
intake test to be eligible for admission.

Test results are communicated through the central application system.
5.4 Admission criteria

Admission decisions are based on both the applicant’s secondary school grades and
the entrance test results. Following the testing process, applicants applying with
grades from the Swedish education system receive a combined merit score
consisting of grades (maximum 340 points) and test results (maximum 200 points),
for a total possible score of 540 points.
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Independent Quota for Non-Swedish Grades

Applicants presenting non-Swedish grades are assessed under the independent
quota, evaluated holistically by the admission officer in Taby municipality. Admission
decisions are based on an overall review of academic documentation as well as
intake tests.

5.5 Final Admission Decisions

Admissions decisions are issued in early July by the central admissions board. Ava
Gymnasium reserves a limited number of places for families arriving in Sweden after
the official admissions period has closed.

A Swedish personal number is required prior to enrolment.

6. Admission to Diploma Programme Year 1 (DP1)

6.1 Internal Applicants

Students who successfully complete Year 10 (Pre-DP) at Ava Gymnasium with
passing grades are automatically admitted to DP1.

6.2 External Applicants

Applications to DP1 are done directly to the school. Please contact the study and
career counselor at the programme to get access to the application documents.

The school admits approximately 10-15 external students annually to DP1.
External applicants must:

e complete entrance tests in English and mathematics;

e compete for available places based on their final Year 10 (or equivalent)
grades.

Admission after the beginning of the academic year, is dependent on the availability
of places within subject groups. No new students are admitted after mid-October.

All students enrolled in the programme pursue the full IB Diploma. Individual
Diploma Programme courses are not offered.
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Ava Gymnasium may admit transfer students from other IB World Schools into DP2,
subject to the following conditions:

e the school can offer the exact subject combination previously studied by the
applicant;

e the student is academically on track according to IB curriculum standards;
e the student demonstrates the capacity to manage the transition,

acknowledging that schools may differ in teaching different modules and texts,
as well as the schedule for international assessment may vary.

Admission to DP2 is granted only when continuity of learning can be ensured.

The admission policy is reviewed annually.
Reviewed and updated dec 2025 by:

Jo-Anne Ahlmén - IB coordinator
Satu Haidenthaller - study and career counsellor
Ulrika Perbo - Head of IB
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