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1. Assessment practices

a. IB philosophy with regards to assessment

The main focus of assessment is on student learning and development. The aim of the
assessment in the IBDP is to give students the skills to understand the demands of the
courses, and the ability to self-assess and learn how they can set strategies to develop and
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improve their own work. Working with the ATL skills of self-management and thinking skills is
part of the curriculum.

The foundation of Ava’s IBDP policy is the subject specific criteria published by the IBO.
b. Student involvement in assessment

The student is encouraged to self assess and peer assess (NOT IAS) before handing
assignments in to the teacher in order to reflect on their own work. In certain assessment
tasks students are encouraged to use a checklist for self assessment and peer assessment
to highlight the assessment criteria.

¢. Grading and marking

For assessments during the course the teacher discusses the different marking criteria with
the whole group of students taking the subject, as part of the feedback. The marking is
based on criteria and markschemes published by the IB.

The teachers provide the student with feedback addressing areas where the student has
performed well and guidance to help the student target possible problem areas that require
improvement.

d. Recording and reporting

Twice each school year all teachers provide the students and parents/guardians with a term
grade compiled in a formal report in Managebac. The term grade is based on the work the
student has done in that subject, including for example tests, essays, presentations and/or
laboratory work.

A progress indicator is given for each individual report card. The indicators are listed as
either “On-track” or “Concerned” in the first report card, or as a mark on the IB scale 1 -7 on
the following three reports. The purpose of the assessment indicators is to highlight any
concerns about a subject and/or level. This is followed by a meeting to discuss the outcome
with students, parents/guardians and mentors.

If a student has a total grade score below 21 points after the first year, then a meeting is
scheduled with the student, parents/guardians and the Diploma coordinator. The purpose of
the meeting is to address difficulties and to determine whether the student should either
continue into year two or if another alternative is more appropriate.

If there are major concerns visible on the report cards there will also be a meeting with the
Diploma coordinator, and possibly with the head of the IB program.

Predicted grades will be set after the mock-exams in March and will be sent to universities
and colleges on an individual basis when requested.
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Predicted grades are professional estimates based on a student’s demonstrated
performance in class and assessed coursework. They represent the level the student is most
likely to achieve and may be adjusted if new evidence of progress emerges.

e. Homework

Homework is given by the subject teacher as needed. Larger homework assignments are
recorded on the students’ calendar to avoid multiple homework assignments for the same
day.

Homework that is not completed will not be awarded a grade and the report card will reflect
the quality of the students' work or lacking assignments.

The official IB guideline for students is to study 15 hours per week to stay on track for the
curriculum. 2 - 3 hours per week average for each subject (more for HL than SL).

f. Late submissions

Late submission will not be rewarded a grade or receive feedback from the teacher. For the
internal assessment this applies to the first draft handed in by the student.

Late submissions of internal assessment first drafts will not receive written feedback from the
teacher.Oral feedback may be given at the discretion of the teacher if time allows. In case of
a late submission of the final draft of an internal assessment the first draft will be uploaded to
IBIS where there is one. Late submissions of |1As will lead to a meeting with the homeroom
teacher and the Diploma coordinator and the student risks not being allowed to register for
exams.

Exceptions can be made on a case by case basis assuming there is a valid reason for the
late submission, supported by a doctor's note. In such cases a new deadline will be mutually
agreed upon with the student, teacher and coordinator. Failing to meet the new deadline the
student will not be registered.

g. Timeline for internal assessments

The timeline for the internal assessments is available on Managebac for the student in order
to reduce stress and also for planning the schoolwork.

After the first draft is handed in the teacher has three weeks to give comments on the draft
before giving it back to the student and having a meeting, in line with IB recommendations.

The deadline should allow for the teacher to:

e Check for the authenticity of the work submitted
e Give feedback on the first draft or comments required for the final submission to IBIS
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e Moderate samples with other teachers
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